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Review of Our Grievances l>y Sec¬
retary Fish.

Instructions to Minister Motley Regard¬
ing His Course.

letter from Lord Clarendon to
XKCinistor Thornton.

Tho British Government Beady to Reopen
Friendly i^qgotiations.

Washington, Dec. 22, isa!).
The PrcFidcut to-day aunt to the Seuate a reply to

the resolution of the Sen ale of the autn inst., re¬

questing tbe President to communicate to that body,
U compatible With tuc public interest, copica of any
correspondence between the United States ana
Great llritaln concerning the questions pending be¬
tween the two countries since the rejection of the
claims convention bv the Senate.

Mr. FUli t«i Mr. Motley.
[Extract.]
DSvl'AKTMKNT OK STATE, )

Washington. May 15, lsiit), J
Sin. Vour predecessor lias already been directed

to iiotny Lo(u Clarendon tuat the senate lias re¬
lumed lis uuvlce and consent to tho ratification of
the convention sinned at London on Uiu 17th or
Jauuary last lor the settlement of all outstanding
claims.

Under some circumstances the announcement
mode to your predecessor u£ tin: rejection of this
convention might be suthciem; but the magnitude
of the nanus involved and 'lie gravity or the ques¬
tions depending between the two governments re¬
quire more ihau the mere announcement io which
tne iiciicaey of ills own relations to tho negotiation
limited the directions to lilin. The government in
rejecting the receat convention abandon neither Its
own claims nor those of its citizens, uor the hope or
(ui eariy satisiactory and irlendiy settlement oi the
questions depending betweeu the i wo governments.
You will so say to Lord Clarendon, or m
your discretion you may luruier proceed
to communicate tho views given below.
Tho terms of tho convention naving by
accident became known to tue puoiic in this coun¬
try beiore the action upon it oy the Senate, were
disafiuroved by tne people with an approach to
uuauimity that foreshadowed, posslolv, ev^n a less
lavorable vote on tne question of ratification than
was actually given. '1 his adverse judgment, wuiie
unanimous or ucurly so. m its conclusion was not
reacncd by any single train of argument nor from
any one sianupoint oi policy, nor with any single
standard of estimate ot tue claims either of tne
nation or of its citizens, nor wan tue same
degree or Importance attached to various
pomts that have ueen discussed in the correspond¬
ence referred to in the convention. \ arious sources
furnished currents ruuuina through diilercut and
widely ae^aruto channels, but meeting toiOrtaone
common strain or nought, both with the people and
in the senate.dlllereut minds viewing it from Uif-
ffcieutsuiudjioluis.cacn measuring by ltiownstand¬
ard and Judging in its own way, arrived at the one
conclusion, 'fne tune and the circumstances under
winch the conveution was negotiated were very un¬
favorable to its acceptance either by tue people
or by the Senate. Hie nation had just emerged
lrorn Its periodical choice of a Oner Magis¬
trate, and having changed the de ository of
lis confidence and its power, looked with uo
favor on uu attempt at the settlement of tue
great and grave questions depending by those on
tue eve oi tearing Horn power, without consulting
or considering the views of tho ruler recently en¬
trusted Willi their conddcnce, and Without coiu-
uiuuicatiou with tho senate, io wuose approval tue
treaty woulu be constitutionally buuinmod, or with
any oi us members. It is wholly unnecessary to sa>
to statesmen or the intelligence which always marks
those of the British empire that the rejection oi a
treaty b> the senate oi tne United statea implies uo
act or dtacouitcsy to tho uover.imeut with wuich tne
treaty may have been negotiated. The nlted states
can enter into no treaty without the advice ami con¬
sent of tne senate, and that advice and consent to
he Inieili.eiit must be discriminating, and their
retusul can Uj uo suojert or complaint una can give
bo occasion lor dissatisfaction or criticism.
On tbc liith ot Aiay. J8J3, a couveution between

the lined Mutes autl Great iiritain lor settling ids
boundaries on our norme uiera and northwestern
fioutier wad sigued at London by Mr. Kuius Wing;
und i.ord lluessesbury, on the part ot their rcspeci-
ive government*, and submitted to the Senate by
President Jeiierson, wiiti a message 01 the z4Ui ot
October in tha t year. J lie Seuuto approved of the
convention, out upon mu condition that iliu lliui
article should be expunged.a condition whioii was
never complied wltu. Upon one point the 1'renident
and the Senate and Hie overwhelming muss of tne
jjcooiu are convinced, namely.tmit, the conven-
tion. from lw character and tcruis, or from the
time of iM negotiation or lroiu the circumstances
attending its negotiation would not have removed
the m-nse of existing grievance, would not have
ailonled real substantial saiiaiaetion to the people,
would not liave proved a liearty, eoroial settlement
or the pending questions, but would have lcit a
feeilng ol dissatisiactlou inconsistent with the rela¬
tions which the President desires to nave firmly
established between two great nations of common
origin, comnam language and objects in the ad¬
vancement ot the civilization of the age. Tue i resi¬
dent oe.ieves the rejection of the convention to have
been in tue interest ol peace and in tne direction of
a more perfect aud cordial friendship between
the two countries, and m this belief he fuily
approved tne action of the .-ennte. lliat action is
quite recent, and has been the cause of some excite¬
ment. and popular discussion on buih sides ot the
Atlantic, and possibly of some llMie disappointment.
If not of irritation, in Knaiand. The tone 01 the
press and the proclaimed opinions of some public
men in each country suggest that the present is
not tne most hopeful moment to enter upon a re¬
newed di-ctifnion either of the objections to ihe
lately proposed convention or of tne oasis 01 a re¬
newed negotiation. A suspension of the discussion
on these questions for a short time will allow the
subsidence of any exclteraent growing out of the
negotiation or rejection of the treaty, and will ena¬
ble the two government* to approach the more
readily .to a solution of their dinereiices.

lt.it in communicating Willi Lord Clarendon yon
will be particular to assure him that the desire on
our part is that their suspension be Hunted to (tie
shortest possible time consistent witn ius object.
The President hopes that her Majesty's government
will view the propriety of the suspension in uie
fume it: nt in widen he proposes it.as wholly in the
Interest and solely wnli a view to an early and
friendly settlement of tne question between the two
governments, lie hopes that when the question
shall again be considered it may comport with the
views of her Majesty's government to embrace
within the scope ot the negotiation some agreement
by tne two governments denning their respective
rights and duties its neutrals, in case
toe other government became, unfortunately,
involved In war with a third power, ihe
absence of some agreement or ueilnuion on
this subject wus among I ho causes leading to the
rejection of the recant convention, under winch, had
it been adopted oy tlic two countries none of the
grave questions which have arisen would h ive been
passed upon by a tribunal whose decision either
party, much less oilier nations, would rcgurd as
authority so ns to prevent repetition or retaliation,
it might, indeed, well nave oocurre I in tne event of
the selecu n by lot or the arbitrator or umpire, in dif¬
ferent cases invoivlt;!, however, precisely the same
principles thai different awards resting upon antag¬
onistic principle* might have been made. If, how¬
ever, the two great leading maritime commercial na¬
tions of the world est.itmsh it rule to govern
themselves, eacti with respect to tne other, they
may reasonably hope thai tliuir conclusion will be
accepted by the other powers an I will ijccome for
ine in ure recognized us a van ot ino public law of
the civilized world. 'Ihe /'resident recognises the
right ol every power, when a civil coniiict has
arisen within another State ami has attained a sum-
cient complexity, magnitude and co np.eteness. to
d"ilne ns own relations ami thut-a ol Its ciUtcns und
subjects towards tne parties to the conflict, so far
as their rights and interest are noceisarny affected
i>v the conflict. 'Itie necessity aud propriety
of the original concession of belligerency by
Ureal Uritnln at the time u was made have been
contested and are not admitted. They certainly aro
questionable; but the 1'iesi lent regards that conces¬
sion as a part of the case ouly so lar as it shows the
beginning and the autmus of that course ol conduct
which resulted so disastrously to the Tinted Mates.
It in Important ID that It toreshudows subsequent
.vents. There were other nations that acted con¬
temporaneous with iinglmid lu malting a similar
concession; but It was in England only that the
couocssion was supplemented oy acts oausing direct
damage to tbo United states.
The President is careful to make nils discrimina¬

tion, because tie is anxious as much as possible to
simplify the case and to bring Into view these sub¬
sequent acts, which are so important to determining
tne question between the two countries.

1 am, air, your obedient servant.
_ . .' HAMILTON KISII.

To JoriN Lothbof Motley, Esq.
Mr. Fish to Mr. Motley.

IK a tract &£]
liKi-AHTMKNT or Stats. 1

Washington, June as, |His.The President wishes ihat whenever negotia¬tions or discussious on the svtiject cf the "Aiaoamit
riaims," no called, shall be renewed they no con¬
sidered lu the United States, aud lie desires that at
the proper time yon should convey tint wiih to the

vf foreign Adair*. It is nuposslb.e tv say

*£«» that tune will arrive, Dot It will
wttaraly »ire arrived whenever the Bntiah govern¬
ment fiiuii propose a discussion, or shall intimate
a desire to reopen the negotiation.1 am, air, jour obedient servant,

HAMILTON PISH,
To John Lornhop Motlby, Esq.

Mr. Fteh t« Mr. Motley.
Dkpartmbnt op State, )

WASHINGTON, Eept '26, tbflfl. j
Sir.When yon left here upon your mission the

moment was not thought to m the moat hopeful to
enter upon renewed discuwloa or negotiations with
tne L'overmnent of (Ireat Britain on the subject of
ttie claims of this government against that of her
Majesiy, aud you were Instructed to convey to Lord
Clarendon the opinion of the President tnat a sus¬
pension ot the discussion for a short perloa might
allow the subsidence 01 any exoitemcnt or Irritation
growing out of events tnen recent, and might
enable the two governments to approach more rea¬
dily to a solution of their differenced. You havo
informed me that Lord Clarendon huw no objection
to t ins course, and agreed with you that it would be
well to give time for emotions which had been ex*
cited or late to subside. Tiie President is inclined to
briicve tnat snittclent time may have now elapsed to
allow subsidence of those emotions, and that thus it
nmy be opportune and convenient at the present
conjuncture'o place in your hands for appropriate
u-e u dispassionate exposition of the just causes of
complaint of the government of the United States
against that 01 Ureal Britain. In order to do this In
a satisfactory manner it is necessary to go back to
the very beginning of the acts and events which
have in their progress and Consummation so mucu
disturbed tue otherwise amicable relations of the
tw (> governments
When la the winter of 1860 and 1881 certain States

of the American Union. undertook, by ordinances of
secession, to separate themselves lrom the others
aud to constitute of tlietr own volition and by loro j
a new and independent republic, under tne name of
me couiederate states of America, there existed be¬
tween Ureat Uriiain and the United states a condi¬
tion of protound peace; their political relations were
professedly and apparently ol the most friendly cha¬
racter, and their commercial and financial relations
were as close and intimate in lact as they seemed to
be cordial In spirit.sucu as became the two great
liberal, progressive and maritime and commercial
powers of the world. Associated as they were by
strong ties of common interest, language and tradi¬
tions ttie government of the United suies had no
reason to pre.su e that the amicable sentiment of
me British government would be diminished or
otherwise prejudicially affected by the occurrence
01 domestic insurrection witiiin the United States
any moie than those of ihe latter had been impaired
by the occurrence or the rebellion in British India,
or nujfht he impaired by such occurrence elsewhere
in the dominion ol (ireat Britain. Least of all,
coihd the government of the United States antici¬
pate hostility towards it and special friendship
iur the insurgents of tho seceding States In view of
the Inducements and objects of that insur¬
rection, which avowedly, and as every states¬
man, wlietner 111 Europe or America, well
knew, and as the very earliest mention of
Hi" insurrection in the House ol commons
indicated, were to secure the establishment
of u perpetual and exclusive slavenoloing republic.
In such a contest the government or the United
States was entitled to expect the earnest good will,
sympathy ana moral support of (ireat Britain. It
w as witn painful astomsnment. therelore, that the
United States government received information of
i lie decision or her Majesty's government which
had already been made, on ihe 6ti> day of May, ihoi,
and was announced on tnat day in the House of
i ominous by her Ministers, and was followed by
the issue ou the 13th of May, lt>ai, of a proclama¬
tion which, in effect, recognized tho insur¬
gents as a belligerent power and raised
them to the same level ot neutral rights
with the United States. The President does
not deny, on the contrary he maintains, that every
sovereign rower decides for liself, on Its responsi¬
bility, the question whether or not it will at a given
time accord the status of belligerency to the insur¬
gent subjects of another Power, as also tho larger
que.stiou ot the ludepeudeuce of sacli subjects and
their accession to tne family of sovereign states.
Hut the right!ulness of sucn an act depends on the
occadon and the circumsiancett, and it is an act like
the sovereign act of war. which the morality of the
public law aud practice requires should be deliber¬
ate, reasonable and just in reierence to surrouudiug
litcts, national belligerency, indeed, like national
independence, being but an existing fact oitlciaily
recognized as such, without which such a declara¬
tion is only the indirect manifestation oi a particular
line of policy.

ihe precipitancy ol the declaration or the Queen's
government, as iklr. Bright characterized it, the re¬
markable celerity undue and uutrienuly haste with
which it was made, appeurs in its having been de¬
termined on the oth of May, lour days prior to the
arrival in London of any official knowledge of the
President's proclametion ol April 17, 1M1, by refer¬
ence to which the Queen's proclamation has since
been delended, ana that it was actually signed on
tne I3i.ii of May, the very day of tne arrival of Mr.
Adams, the new American Minister, as tr m the par¬
ticular aim of forestalling and preventing expla¬
nations on the part of th? United States. The pre-
luaturuuess of tho measure is further shown
by I lie very tenor of the proclamation, which sets
lortU its own reason, namely..Wnereas hostilities
have iinlnpoi y commenced oetw&en tils United
stales or America and ccitain States styling tiiem-
seivcs i he Confederate states ol' America.' " More¬
over it is not pretended by the proclamation mat
war exists, but otilv a contest, in reiercuce to which
it is not unimportant to note that the language used
is such as would fitly apply to parties whoJiy inde¬
pendent one ot tue other, so as thus to negative or to
suppress at least the critical circumstances that tuts
bare commencement or hostilities, this Incipient con-
lest, was a UK-re domestic act of insurrection wliluu
tlie VimcU Males. Hut that which conclusively
shows tlie unseasonable precipitancy of Uie measure
la Hie iuct tliut on that day (May 13, im>i) aud, in¬
deed, until loug altuwards, not a battle had Iicon
fought bet weeu the insurgents uud tlie United States,
nor a combat even, save the solitary and isolated
attack on Fort Sumter. Hid such a bare counneace-
mem ol nostilities constitute belligerency r Plainly
not. There was a', that time no such thing as a
population elevated into a force and by the prosecu¬
tion ot war, which Mr. canning points out as the
lest of belllgereut condition. The assumed bel¬
ligerency ol the niBurgeiits was a llctlon.a war on
paper only, not the iteid; like a paper blockade, the
anticipation of a supposed belligerency to come,
but winch might never have coine If not thus an¬
ticipated and encouraged by tlie yueeu'a govern¬
ment. indeed, as lorcibly put by Mr. Adams, tho
queen's decoration had. the effect of creating pos¬
terior belligerency Instead of merely acknowledging
an actual fact, an.l that belligerency, so far as It was
maintained, proceeded from the ports of (treat
Britain and her dependencies alone, with the aid
and co-ODcratlou ol the subjects of Great Britain.
The government or the United States, that ot Great
Britain and other European Powers, had repeatedly
had occasion to consider this question in all
its bearings, it was perceived that the
recognition of belligerency on the part of the
insurgents, although not so serious an act as the re¬
cognition ot iudependi*uce, yet might well oe preju-
dli ml to the legitimate government, aud thercforo
b« regarded by it as an act.of unfriendliness. It was
a step, therefore, to be taken with thoughtrulness
and with due regard to exigent circumstances.
Governments had waited months, sometimes years.
In the lace of acrnal hostilities, without taking this
step. Hut the circumstances might arise to call for
it. A snip ol the insurgents might appear in tno
port of the neutral, or a collision might occur at sea
imposing on the neutral the necessity to act, or
actual hostilities might have continued to rage in
the theatre of Insurgent war; coutbat after combat
might have been fought for such a period ol time; a
mass of men may have engaged In actual war until
tney should have acquired the consistency ol mlli tsry
power, to repeat the ides of Mr. (.'aiming, so as evi¬
dently to constitute the fact of belllgereucy, and to
justify the recognition by the neutral, or the near¬
ness of the seat ot hostilities to the ueatral may com¬
pel the latter to act on either of these contingencies,
i he neutral would have a right to act; It might be
lus sovereign duty to act, however inconvenient
nucli action should bo to the legitimate government.

i here was 110 such fact of necessity, 110 such fact
of continued and tlagrant existing hostilities to Jus¬
tify the action of Ureal Britain In the present case,
hence the (Jutted States leit constrained at lite time
to regard the proclamation as ine sign or a purpose
of unfriendliness to them and of friendliness to the
insurgents, winch put pose could not fall to agravate
all tne evils 01 the pending ooutest, to strengthen
the insurgents aud to embarrass the legitimate gov¬
ernment. And so it proved. For, us time went 011,
as the insurrection from political came at length
to be military, as the sectional controversy
In the United states proceeded to exhibit liseii,
m the organization of great armies and ileets and In
the prosectiuou of hostilities ou a scale ot gigamia
magnitude, men it was that tne spirit ot uie
Queen's proclamation snowed liseii in the event,
seeing that by virtue of that proclamation maritime
enterprises in the ports of Great Britain, which
would otherwise nave been piratical, were rendered
lawful, aiul 10 the end continued to be tne arsenal,
the navy yard and tue treasury of the insurgent con¬
federates. A spectacle was thus presented witiiout
precedent or parallel in the history of uivi.Ued 11a-
Imils, ureal Biiiain, although the professed friend
of tlie Culled States, yet In tune of avowed
internal peace permitted armed cruisers to
be ruled out and harbored and equipped
in ber ports to cruise against the merchant
ships of thu United Slates, and to burn and destroy
them until our maritime commerce was swept from
the ocean, ihe merchant vessels were destroyed
particularly by captors who had no ports of their
own in widen to retit or to condomn prizes, and
whose only nationality wus the quarter decks of
meir ships, bunt aud despatched to sea. and,
though seldom in name, situ professedly owned iu
Great Britain. Karl Kussell truly said, it so lisp-
pins that in tills contllct the confederates have no
ports except those of the Mersey aud the Clyde
lrom which to send out snips to cruise against tho
federals." The number of our ships tnua directly
destroyed amounted to nearly two hundred, aud tho
value of property to uiaov millions. Indirectly the
etlect was to Increase the rate ol insurance lu tue
United States, to diminish exports ana impart* and
otherwise obstruct domestic Industry aud produc¬
tion, and to lake awav from the United state# lta
Immense forefgn commerce aud 10 transfer this to
the merchant vessels ol Great Britain; so tuat while
111 the year i860 the foreign merchant tonnage of tne
United States amounted to 'i,&40.237 tons, tn i860 it
had.sunk to 1,402,WJ tons. Till* depreciation I*
represented by a corresponding increase in Uie ton¬
nage or ureat Britain during the same period to the
amount of 1,120.660 tous, and the amount of com¬
merce abstracted from the United States and trans¬
ferred to ureat Britain during the same period la in
¦nil si cater proportion. Thus, ia effect, war against
tint United Slates was carried on from the ports
or Qreat Britain by British inojects ia the
name of tue Confederates. Mr. Cobden, in
tue House of Common*, ohoraetorUcd by mcse

very words the acts permitted or BqOfered by the
British government. ¦.louhave been carryin* on
war from these shorea against tha united States,"
he said, "and have been inflict&g an amount of
damage on tlie country (rret'«ertban would have
been produced by many oi'iffiary wars."
The gravity of these f&eta may be appreciated by

considering what bad happened at otner periods,
lu tbe latter period or tbe war of tbe Kronen revo¬
lution Great Britain won compelled to strain every
nerve to maiutatn herself against tbe power of
Napoleon. In ancb strain, by a sort of
war in disguise, she trespassed on the
rights or neutralB with special prejudice of the
United States, to the result, at length, ol solemn war
between the two nations; but neither In tbe events
which preceded that wur nor in the events of the
war Itself did the United States suffer more at tho
hands of Great Britain than we did t>y the late re¬
bellion by the aid, direct or indirect, which she ai-
lordedto the Confederate Insurgent States; for while
ou the ocean our merchant service was destroyed liy
cruisers sent out from Great Britain, aud our mili¬
tary service was mainly occupied In watching and
counter working the blockade runners lUted out lu
Great Britain b.v tbe official agents oi the insurgent*,
on the land It was in lute manner the munitions
of war and the wealth drawn by the insurgents
from Great Britain whlcn enabled them to with¬
stand, year after year, the arms ol the United otiues.
In the midst of all this remonstrances of the govcrn-
ment of the United States were prompt, earnest and
persistent. Our Minister In i-ondon appealed to the
international amity of the British government, lie
called on n to discharge Its obligations of neutral¬
ity. He invoked the aid of the municipal laws of
Great Britain. Ample proofs of the wrongs com¬
mitted were submitted to tbe (queen's government.
Indeed, these wrongs were open, notorious,
perpetrated in the face of day.the sui>-
ject of debate aud boost even In the
House of Commons. The Queen's Ministers excused
themselves i>y alleged ueiects in the municipal law
of the country. Learned counsel either advised that
the wrongs committed did not constitute violations
or the municipal law or else gave sanction to artful
devices of deceit to cover up such violations of law.
atid, strange to say, the courts of England or of
Scotland, ud to the very hlarhcpt, were occupied
month arter month with Judicial technicalities of
statute constructions lu this respect, while the
queen's government itself, UiCiUdltig the omnipotent
i'arllauieut, which might nave settled these questions
in one hour by appropriate legislation, sat wtthiolded
arras, as if unmindtul of Its international obligations,
aud suflered ship alter ship to tie constructed in Its
port* to wage war on the United .states. We hoid
that the international duty of the queen's govern¬
ment in this respect was above and Independent of
the municipal laws of England. It wus a sovereign
duty, attaching to Great Britain us a sovereign
power. The municipal law was but a means of re¬
pressing or punishing Individual wrongdoers. The
law of nations was the true and proper rule of duty
for thu government, if the municipal laws weie de¬
fective, tnat was a domestic inconvenience of con¬
cern only to the local frovornment and for it to
remeay or not, by suitable legislation, as it pleased.
But no sovereign power can rightfully plead the de¬
fect of its own domescjcipenal statutes as justifica¬
tion or extenuation of an international wrong done
to another sovereign power.
When the delects of the existing laws of Parlia¬

ment hud become apparent the government or the
United Slates earnestly eutrcateu the queen's Minis¬
ters to provide the required remedy, as it would have
been easy to do by a proper act of Parliament. But
tills the queen's government refused. The United
States, at an early day 111 their history, had set the
example of repressing violations of neutrality to
the prejudice of Great Britain by thetr own
authority, and In the discharge of their own
national duty without waiting for the assistaaoe
01 municipal statute. They aiterward euacted
such statutes for their own convenience and as an
attestation of tneir good faith toward other nation*;
and ou special occasions where defects were per¬
ceived in such cases we enacted new ones to meet
the case, not deeming that such legislation was de¬
rogatory to our public dignity, but on the contrary
conceiving that in so doing we best consulted the
lilgnest.dictates or national dignity, self-respect andpublic honor, and if Great Britain had so under¬
stood her national duty on this occasion she would
nave done much to save tne countries from tho
present controversy and all its possible conse¬
quences. once before in Its Intercourse with
the United States the Queen's government had fallen
into the error of assuming that municipal laws con¬
stitute the measure ol international rights and obli¬
gations. That Is to say, when official agents or the
Britisn government attempted to enlist military re¬
cruits lu the central counties of l'russia. tho United
States and elsewhere lor service against Russia, ou
the hypothesis that if the prohibitions of mumcfiallaw could be evaded that would suffice, overlookingthe paramount eonside rat ions of tho respect due to
the sovereign rights of tne neutral Bower, so on the
present occasion the queea's Ministers seem to
nave committed tne error of assuming that they
needed not to look beyond their own local laws, ex¬
ecuted for their own domestic convenience and
might under cover of tno deficiencies ol that law
disregard their sovereign duties toward another
sovereign Power.
Nor was it lu onr Judgment any adequate excuse

for the queen's Ministers, who profess extreme ten¬
derness of private rights, or apprehension of actions
for damages in case of any attempt to arrest tlie
many stups which eltner in lOnxliuul or Hcoilmnu
were with ostentation publicly oeiug constructed
to cruise against the united States. Surely that
was an Imaginary difficulty, or U a real one It pre¬
sented the election between a serious complication
of relations with the United States and the hazard
of a legal conflict with John l.aird and Charles
Kunn moloau. But the government of the United
States has never been able to see the force oi this
alleged difficulty, lhe common lawof Kutfiaud Is the
common law of tho United States, in iiotn countries,
aud certainly m England, revenue seizures are made
daily and nhiiia prevented troiu doing to sea on
much leas cause of suspicion than uitached to the
suspected snip of the Coniederates. In both coun¬
tries. and not. less in Eniriand, tho previous order ot
the government for its subsequent approval covcrs
the acts of the subordinate oMoors, m both coun¬
tries, or if not In KnRiand assuredly In the United
stated. under municipal laws, in this be-
halt RubBtautiatly the same, the fcovcrnraent
finds no difficulty in arresting ships charged
with actual or Intended violations of the
sovereign rights or neutral duties of the
States, signal exam tiles of mis occur lu the history
or the United States, i'nus, during the great war
between Ureal Britain and Kussia, 011 complaints
with aitidavits filed by the British Consul at New
York charging that the bark Maury was being
equipped there as a belligerent cruiser, on tins (and
far less evidence than the American consul at Liver¬
pool exhibited against the Alabama), tho bark Maury
was arrested witniu an hour by telegraphic order
from Washington. Other examples of me decision
and promptitude in maintenance of sovereign
rights and lu discharge of the neutral duties
of the United States have occurred, as is
well known, under both the last and the
present administrations; nay, at every period in
our history the government 01 the United States has
not been content with preventing the departure of
ships fitted out in violation of neutrality, and with
pulling a stop to military recruitments aud expedi¬
tious of the same nalure, but has further manifested
us good faith in Its respect for its own sovereignty
and laws by prosecuting cruniually the guilty par¬
ties. Examples of this occur in the early stages of
the war ol the French revolution; on the occasion ot
the insurreocion of the Spanish-American Conti¬
nental provinces, and of the revolutionary
movements lu the Spanish-American repub¬
lics, and on various other occusious, includ¬
ing the existing insurrection in Cuba. Hut
although such acts of violation of law were frequent
in Ureal Britain and susceptible ot complete techni¬
cal proof, notoriously flaunted directly in the race of
the world, varnished over, If at all, wun the sha
lowest pretexts of deception, yet no eitlcient step
appears 10 have been taken by the Hriiisti govern¬
ment to eniorce the execution of its municipal laws
or to viudicate.toe majesty of lis outraged sovereign
powor, and the government of the United States
cannot believe it would conceive itself wanting 111
respect for Ureal Britain to Impute mat ine Queen's
Ministers are so much hampered by judicial difllcul-
ties that the local administration is thus reduced to
such a slate of legal Impotence as to deprive the gov¬
ernment of capacity to uphold its sovereignty agaiust
local wrongdoers, or us neutrality as regards
other sovereign Powers. If, indeed, 11 were so tne
causes of reclamation on the part of tne United
States would only be the more positive and sore, for
the law of nations assumes that each government is
capable of discharging its international obligations;
and, perchance, If It be not, then the absence of
sacu capability is itself a specific ground 01 respon¬
sibility lor consequences. Hut the queen's govern¬
ment would not be content to admit, nor will the
government of the United States presume to impute
to 11 such political organization of the BrUntil em¬
pire as 10 imply any want of legal ability on its
part to discharge in the amplest manner all its
duties of sovereignty and auuty towards other
Powers.

it remains only In thin relation to sefer to one
other point, namely, the question 01 negligence.
Negleci on me part 01 officers ol the British govern¬
ment, wneilier superior or subordinate, to detain
Confederate cruisers, and especially me Alabama,
tiie most successful of the depredators on the com¬
merce of tne United Slates, on this point the Presi¬
dent conceives that Utile needs now to be said tor
various cogent reasons. Kirst. tne mailer has been
exhaustively discussed already by the Department
or by tbe successive American Ministers, if the
question of negligence be discussed witn frankness,
11 mint be treated in this lustance us a case ol ex¬
treme negllgeuce, which Blr William .tones has
taught us to regard as equivalent or approximate to
evil intention. The question of negllgeuce, therefore,
cannot be presented without daugcr of thought
or language disrespectmi towards the Queen's
ministers and the president, while purposing. of
course, on his sense of duty, requires to sustain the
rlghis of the l nited States in all their utmost ampli¬
tude; yet intends to speak and act in relation to
Ureat Britain in the same spirit of international re¬

spect which he expects of her in relation to the
United states; and lie is slncerelv desirous that nil
discussions between the govern menu may be so con¬
ducted as not only to prevent any aggravation of
existing difficulties, bat to leadtosuon reasonable
and amicable determination as besi becomes two
great nations of common origin and conscious dig¬
nity and strength. I assume, therefore, pretermit¬
ting detailed discussion in this respect that the neg¬
ligence of Die officers of tbe Hrtttsn government, in
the matter of the Alabama, at least was grose ana
inexcusable, and snch aa indisputably to de¬
volve on that government full responsi¬
bility for all tne depredations committed
by her. indeed this conclusion nesins, in effect, to
be conceded in Great Britain. At all events the
United Mutes conceive that the proofs of responsible
negligence in tbe matter are so clear that uo room
remains for debate on that point, and that it snonid
l>e taken for granted in all future negotiations with
Great Britain. It is impossible not to oompare twin
o*itra»» U>« eo»4uct of ius gtptcs generally, as le-

gards Great BrrtMn. Oo the occasion of the revolt
Of tM Brilistt colouies with ihat of (ireat Britain, as
regards the insurrection la Uie Soutsern States, no
flttew were fitted oat by A mono* in the ports of the
Netherlands to prey oil the commerce of Groat Bri¬
tain. Onlr in a single instance dirt American cruisers
have temporary haroorage la Tuei. Year alter yeLt
tbe exports of munitions or war lor the Netherlands
were forbidden i» tlio stales Ueueral, tbe more
coiup>eivly to luldll Uie duty of amity and neutrality
towards Great Britain. But. nevertheless, Great
Britain treated a declaration ol neutrality by tbe
State* General, and toe observance of that declara¬
tion as a surtlcient cause of war against the Nether¬
lands, prior to Wftloh tao British governme.it con¬
tinually complained of the occasional supplies
derived by the colonies rruui the Island 81. fc.ui>ta-
tlus. ilow itu'lit hi lIiim respect would have been the
burdens of the t'Ultod States during the late insur¬
rection If llrltiiu aid had been coudned to
a contraband commerce between the msur
gents and the port of Nassau. Not such is
the complaint of the Unite.l states against Great
Britain. We complain that the insurrection in the
Southern States, if it did not exist, wan continued
and obtained its enduring vitality by means of the
resources it drew from (ireat Britain. We complain
that by reason of tne Imperfect discharge of its
neutral duties on tne part of tne yueeu's govern¬
ment Great Britain became tne military, naval and
financial bantu oi the insurgeui warfare against the
United Slates. We coinpmiu of Ui>j destruction
of our nffcrcbiiit uiariue by kritish ships,
manned by British seamen, armed with
British trims despatched from British dock¬
yards. sheltered and narbored in British porta.
We complain that by reason ol tne policy an I seta
of the Queen's Ministers injury Incalculable was in¬
flicted on trie United states.
Nevei tneiess the tutted States manfully and reso¬

lutely encountered all the great perils and dummies
oi tne situation, foreign and domes'le. and over¬
came them. We endured wlih proud patience the
manifestation of hostility there, where we had ex¬
pected friendship In Knglaud, the protagonist of
the abolition of negro servitude, in order to perpet¬
uate winch the Soutuern stut"s had aeoedeu
from tbe Union. We entered on a great
war, Involving sen and land; we marched
to the Held with hundreds of thousands or
soldiers and expended thousands ol millions In
treasure lor their support; we luvishea tbe blood ol
our bravest umi beat in battle a* 11 n were but
water; we submitted to all privation without a mur¬
mur; we staked our lives, our lortunes and our
honor on the issue of tbe commit, and, by the bless¬
ing of God. we came out. of the deadly struggle vic¬
torious, and, with courage proved strength unim¬
paired, power augmented and our place lixed among
the nations second to none, we may without pre¬
sumption aay in the civilized world. Providence had
snitled ou our sacrifice and our exertions, and lu the
hour of supremo trial we icit that while mindful of
good win shown as b; (Mi iiy Powers m the hoarot
trial, we could atford to account lu moderation wltu
others which, like (.real. Britain, had. us we thought,
speculated improvidentiv and to their own discomtl-
ture ou the unexpected dismemberment and dowufall
of the great American republic. As to (ireat Britain
we had special and peculiar >'auses or grief. She had
prematurely, as we deemed it, and without adequate
reason, awarded the status of belligerency to our
Insurgents. Iiut the act of itself and by its inco¬
herent nature was of neutral color and au act
which, however we might, condemn It In tne
particular case, wo could not deny to be
of the competency of a soverlgti state. Other Ku-
ropean governments also recognized the nelllger-
ency of the insurgents, b.it Great Britain alone had
translate') a measure Indefinite of Itself into one of
definite wrong to the United States as evinced by
the const ant and efficient aid tu ships and muni¬
tions oi war which she furnished to the Confed¬
erates, ami in the permission or negligence which
enabled Confederate cruisers from her ports
to prey on the commerce of the United
States. Great Britain uioue hod founded
011 that recognition a systematic maritime
war against the Dulled States, and this to effect the
establishment of a slave government, as to which
Mr. Brlgnt might well say, "We supply the ships, we
supply the arms, the munitions of war. We gave
aid and comfort to the foulest of crimes, iiugnsh-
men only do It."
Tnus, what in France, in Spain, as their subse¬

quent cuuduct showed, had been an untimely mid
ill-judged act of political manifestation. had in Knit-
land, as her subsequent conduct showed, been a
virtual act of war. We reflected tnat tne confed¬
erates had no ships, no moans or building ships, no
mechanical appliance, no marine, no legal status
on the sen no open seaports, no possible courts of
nrlze, no domestic command of the instruments
and agencies or modern maritime warfare. We asked
ourselves, "What would the Queen's government
have said If the United States had awarded the
rt'ihts of belligerency to Insurgents in iniku or In
Ireland In the same circumstances.that is, on the
occnrrence of a amirlo act of rebel hostility.and had
bestowed uion them their only means of marl-
tune as well as territorial warfare ugaiust Great
Britain f"

In truih, wMlo In tlie lionr of their great triumph,
the United States were tliauntuliy inclined to senti¬
ments of moderation, ootfi at home and abroad, lor
at Dome no man has suffered death for political
causes. We were ilius more inclined to modera¬
tion, especially as regards (ireat Britain,
In view of the enormity of the wrongs we had
suHiaitied, and the consequent difficulty of measur¬
ing the reparation even If sincerely ;iroHerert
bv the Queen's government. We desire<r no war
with Kngland. We shrink from tho thought of
another lustrum or fratricidal carnage liko that
through which wc had Just passed, with no change
in the conditions of war, but the suiistitutlon on the
one side of misguided Englishmen in place of
misguided Americans. We preferred, if possible,
to Una some satisfaction or our great grievance
by peaceful means consilient alike with the
honor of Great Britain and or (he United
State*. The influence of this condition ol mind
In apparent tn all the discussions of the subject bv
or under tne Instruction of this department during
the preceding adtnlntsi ration# of tne government.
It resulted 111 earnest efforts on our part to deter¬
mine the controversy l>y arbitration in the interest
of peace and of international good will, wiilcb
efforts, If promptly met bv the Queen's Minister m
the spirit in wnich they were made would long since
have removed the present controversy from the
Held of diplomacy and effectually harmonized the
relation* or the United States with Great ttriuttn.
But the amicable advances of the t'uited States to

dispose of the qnestion by arbitration were at the
start, and persistently long afterward, met by
T.ord Busaoil, in the name of the Qnoen's government,
with subtleties of reservation and exception, the
effect of which would have been, Instead of closing
up the controversy, to Have us in a condition worse
than before und more perilous to the caose
of peace. The . government of the United
States has never been ab;e 10 appreciate the
force ol the reasons alleged m support of
8tieh reservation and exception*. When one Power
demands of another the redress of alleged wrongs,
aud the latter entertains toe idea of arbitration as
tne means of settling the question, u seems Irra¬
tional to moist timt the arbitration snail be a quali¬
fied and limited one through apprehensions lest,
peradventurc, there might thns be implication that
such wrongs had been committed by intention,
and that such Implication would be injurious
to tne honor of the wrong doing government. On
thess premises arbitration mav be the means of ad¬
justing immaterial national wrongs but not matorial
onea; that is to say. If the grievances be s -rtous Hie
two nations must of necessity go to war. while
neltner desires it, which would be au absurd
conclusion, l^ord Stanley and Lord Claren¬
don appear to have seen this and therefore
to Have regarded the particular question with
more correct estimations of its Incident* than
1/ord Russell, and thereupon to have admitted
as theory comprehensive arbitration ooncernlng all
questions between the governments. But the con¬
vention which in this view was negotiated by the
Karl or Clarendon and Mr. Reverdy Johnson did not
prove satisfactory to the Senate of the United States.
It la well known to the government of Great Britain
that the President aud the Senate of the United
States are distinct powers of the government, asso¬
ciated in the conclusion of treaties and in the ap¬
pointment of public officers, but not dependent one
on the other, nor of necessity entertaining the same
opinion on public questions. Kach act In appropri¬
ate convictions of duty and of right, and the Senate
has the same abeotftte power to reject a treaty as the
['resident has to negotiate one. Of course, it Is not
necessoiiir incumbent on the President to express
approval or disapproval or an act of tho Senate;
but the PreeUleut deems It due to the Senate,
to himself and to the subject, to declare
that he concurs with the senate in disapprov¬
ing of that convention. His own particniar
reasons for this conclusion are sufficiently apparent
in this despatch. In addition to these genet nl
reasons, he tlilotss the provisions of the convention
were inadequate to provide reparation for the
United States In the manner and to the degree to
wnich he considers the mtud states entitled to re¬
drew. Otner and special reasons for the same con¬
clusions have twen explained iu a previous des¬
patch, such, namely, as the time and circumstances
of the negotiation, the complex character of ths
proposed arbitration, its chance agency and results,
and It* failure to determine any principle or other¬
wise to fix on a tiaUe rouuuatiou the relation* of
two guvmi nun is.
The Tresidentis not vel prepared to pronounce on

the question of the indemnities whicn ho thinks
were duo by Great Britain to Individual citizens of
tho United States for the destruction of tUoIr prop¬
erty bv rebel cruisers fitted out In the porta of
Great Britain, nor is he now prepared to speak of
the reparation which he thinks due by the British
government for the longer account of the vast na¬
tional Injuries it has in tllcted on the United state*:
nor does lie attemptfnow to measure the relative
effect of the various causes of injury, and whether,
by the untimely recognition of belligerency, by
suflenng thu flttiug out of rebel cruisers, or by the
supply of ships, arms and munitions of war
to tne confederate* or otherwise In whatever man¬
ner: nor does tt fall within the scope ol this despatch
to discuss the important changes In the rules uf the
public law. the dostrableness of whicn has been
demonstrated by the incidents of the last few years,
now under consideration, and which In vl'-w of t.lie
maritime prominence of Great Britain and the
United States it would beat mem to mature aud pro-
pose to the other States or Christendom. All these
are subjects or future conalderation, which, when
the time .'or action shall arrive the President will
oeukider with sincere and earneat desire
that all the difference* between the two
nations mav be adjusted amicably and
compatibly with tho Donor of eaca and to
the promotion ot future concord between them,
to which end he will aparo no efforts within the
range of hla supreme duty to the right and Interest
.f the United Mate*. At the pres. ot stage or con¬
troversy the sole object ot the President is to state
the position and maintain the attitude of the United
Mates in tne varloua relations and aspects of this
grave controversy with i»roat Britain.

It is the object of this paper, which yon are at
llbartj to re%i to Lord Cuueudou, to Itftic cairn.f

tod dispassionately, and with a more unreserved free¬
dom tuan might be used in one addressed directly
to ttie Queen's government, >¦ hat tills government
seriously considers the injuries It has enfltered. it
Is not written in the nature of a claim, lor the
United States now makes no demands against her
Mnjesty's government on account of the Injuries
tbev feel that they have sustained. Altbougu the
United States are anxloos for a settlement on a w>-
erul and comprehensive basis of all the questions
which now interfere with the cordial relations
wbicn they deaiie to exist between the two gov¬
ernment^ tbey do not now propose or desire to
sut any time for this settlement. On the coutrary,
tliey prefer to leave that question, and also the more
important questions oi the moans and metnoj of
removing the causes of complaint, of restoring the
much desired relations of perfect cordiality and the
preventing or the probability o( like questions
in the future to tlie consideration of her Majesty's
government. They will, however, be ready when¬
ever her Majesty's government shall thluk the pro¬
per time has come lor a renewal ol negotiations to
entertain any proposition wuicti that government
shall tir.uk proper to present and to apply to such
propositions their earnest and sincere wishes and
endeavors for a solution honorab.e and sauslaetory
to both countries.

1 am, sir, /our obedient servant,
HAMILTON FISU.

Mr. Ftah to Mr. Motley.
[Extract.]
Dbi'artmknt or Statu, i

Washington, .sept. 26, latw. i
Sir.It is probable that tan Lordship Lord ciarcn-

don may oe disposed to discuss the questions at
issue refened to to those Instructions. Khouid
that be tbe case, or should tbe oppor¬
tunity be offered in any other way. yon
will say to him. as previously Instructed, that the
President hopes mat her Majesty's government will
be willing to conduct the discussion at Washington,
where any propositions tncy uave to make, ana any
views they have to offer will tie received and eare-
lully considered oy tue President with a purpose
to reach an amicable adjustment, If her Majesty's
government are disposed to meet this govern¬
ment in a fair spirit and to lend a Just ear to the
statement ol the grievances ot wlncn the govern¬
ment and citizens of tue United btates complain.

I am, sir, your obeaient servant,
HAMILTON FISH.

To John Lothrop Moti.k y, Esq.
Mr. Motley to Mr. Finta.

[NO. 122.]
Legation oi tub United States,)

London, Oct. 16, Hon. (
Sir.Referring to my Xo. lit), of the l-.th Inst., I

have now to Inform you that I had an interview at
the Foreign Oillce, by appointment, yesterday, with
her Majesty's principal Secretary of State for Foreign
affairs. 1 said to hlni that I had received from
the United States Secretary of State a lew
days ago a long despatch containing a
calm, serious and deiloerate statement of
the position maintained by ilie United States
the main questions at Issue between the two
nations together with a review of the causes and
chief Incidents of the controversy, ami that I was
at liberty to read the despatch 10 him if lie was In¬
clined to hear it. Lord Clarendon signifying Ins
desire to do so, I read the paper through, no com¬
ments being made by either of us during the
reading. When 1 bad flulsncd, his Lordship,
who had listened throughout with proiound atten¬
tion, observed that he could natura.ly not trust his
memory suiliciently to retain the scope and topics
ot bo long and important a despatch alter hearing it
once read so as to be able to discuss tliem. lie
asked If I was authorized to furnish him with a
copy of it. 1 replied lu the affirmative, and asked
him to address a line to me. officially making that
request. '1 ins he promised to do at once. 1 then
said that it was not, desired by me to enter into a

general discussion of the subject. as I was instructed
to express the hope of the I'resideut that lier
Majesty's government would be wilting to conduct
the discussion hereafter at Washington. 1 assured
him that any proposition they have to make, and
any views they have to otter there, would be re¬
ceived and carefully considered by the i'resideut
with a purpose to reach an amicable adjustment, if
her Majesty's government were disposed to meet the
United States lu a lair spirit and to lend a Just ear
to tue statemeut of the grievances ol which the gov¬
ernment and the cilUe/is of the Tinted States com¬
plain. His Lordship said that he had listened
attentively to the despatch, but that It
would be necessary lor him to read and ponder It
well, and to confer with his colleagues beioic dis¬
cussing the subject at ail. mid before arriving at a
decision on the proposal that the negotiations when
reopened should be conducted at Washington.
This terminated our official conversation. It is my
duty to stale that nothing could be more frank and
conciliatory than ins Lordship's manner, nor more
earnest than his assurauccs oi tnc desire of Her
Majesty's government for cordial and peaceful rela¬
tions with the United States.

1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
JOHN L. MO'fLBY.

Hon. Hamilton Fihu, Secretary of State, Wash-
luton, U, C.

Mr. Motley to Mr. Fish.
[No. 126.]

Legation ok tub United States, \
London, Oct. IS, lsflt. j

Hir. 1 beg to forward herewith copies ol a note
addressed to rne t»y Lord Clarendon on the lath lust.,
requesting a conv of vour despatch No. 70, read oy
me to him on that day. and or m» reply of the 16U1
of October, lurnlsbiug the said copy.

1 have the honor to be, Ac..
JOHN L. MOTLEV.

To Hon. Hamilton Fish, Ac.
.Lord Clarendon to Mr. illotlry.

Foreign Offici, Oct. 16, 188P.
Sin.as I am apprehensive thar. la reporting from

memory to iny colleagues L might not Uo justice to
the touii «nd important despatch whlcli you read to
me tins afternoon I should oe much obliged to you
it you would have VUe goodness to lurmuti ine with a
copy of it.

i nave the honor to be, with the highest considera¬
tion, your obedient, humble servant

CLARENDON.
To J. I* Moti.f.y, Esq., Ac., Ac.

Mt. Motley to Lord Clarendon.
Lmation of tije United Status, I

London, Oct. IB, i«o». |
My Lord.I have the honor to transmit herewith,

in compliance w lih the request contained in your
note ol the 15(h mat., a coyy of the despatch from
the Secretary of Stato of the I'nucd States, which 1
read to your Lordsnip yesterday.
Renewing the assurance of my highest considera¬

tion, 1 have tue honor to be, my Lord, your Lord¬
ship's moat obedient servaut,

JOHN LATHROP MOfLEV.
To the Right Honorable the Haul of Clarendon.

Lord Clarendon to Mr. Thornton.
Foreign Office, London. Nov. 8, 1869.

Sin.Mr. Motley called npon me'at the Foreign
Office on luesdav, the 15th of October, and reau to
me a despatch from Mr. Fish on the Alabama claims.
When he had concluded 1 said, although I had not
lnternosed any observations, and should not then,
tn compliance with the wish he had
expressed, enter Into any discussion on the
subject, yet I hoped that my alienee
would not be considered to indicate that the
despatch did not admit or a complete reply. 1 re-
quested that he would nave the goodness to give me
a copy of the despatch, as I could not understand
from memory accurately to report to my colleagues
the content* of the long and important document
he had Just rapldi.v read to me. Mr. Motley agreed
to do so if I would ask him for it oincially. and I
accordingly addressed to nun the same aiternoon
the letter of which 1 encloses copy, and received
front him on the afternoon of the 18th lust, a copy
ot Mr. ush's despatch, of which 1 now also enclose
to you a copy, mis despatch, as you will see, re¬
capitulates at great length the causes of
dissatisfaction which the government of the
United Mates considers itself eutttled to feel
with the conduct of the British government
daring the late civil war; but It does not
mate any proposition us to the manner tu which
that dlssatisiactlon may be removed or ofltr any
solution of the diftlculty. on the contrary, Mr.
Kish distinctly says Uiat the President la not yet pre¬
pared to prouonnce upon the question of indemnity
wlitcn he thinks due by Oreat Britain to the indi¬
vidual citizens ol the Untied States for the destruc¬
tion of their property by the reoel cruisers fitted
ont In the porta of Great Britain; neither Is he
prepared to speak or the reparation which
he thinks due by the British government for tne
larger account of the vast national injuries it has
indicted on the United stales; neither does lie
attempt, now to measure the relative eau.scs or in¬
jury, as whether by uutlmcly recognition ol belliger¬
ency, by tne suffering of tne titling ont of rebel
cruisers. or by the supp-y of ships,
arms and munitions of war to the cou.ed-
erates or otherwise; neither does it fall
within the scope of hla despatch to discuss the im¬
portant charge* in the rules of public law. the rte-
slrabieueps ot which had been demonstrated by the
incidents of tlie lu«t rew years now under con-Men¬
tion, and which, in view or the maritime prominence
or Oreat Britain an 1 tue United states, it would be¬
fit tniMu to mature and propose to the other states
or Christendom.

All these subjects the President, Mr. Flso says,
wiil be prepared to consider hereafter, with a sin¬
cere snd earnest desire that all differences between
the two nations mar be adjusted amicably and
compatibly witn the honor of each, and by tue pro¬
motion of future concord between them, to which
endue will spare no effort within the* range of his
supreme duty to the light and interest of
the rutted States. The objects ot his
despatch. Mr. Fuu goes on to say. is to
state calmly and dlsnaasiotiuteiy what the
government of the United States seriously consider
to be the injuries it has suffered. It is not written in
the iisture of a claim, for the United states now
make no deinaud against her Majesty's government
on accouut of the injuries tfiey feel they have
sustained. Although the tinted States are
anxious for a settlement en a liberal and
comprehensive basts of ail the questions whi«i
now integers witn the entirely cordial rela¬
tions winch they desue should exist between
the two governments, yet they do noi now propose
or dcsini to tlx any time for tne settlement. They
prerer to leave that and the more important ques¬
tions of tne means ami the method of removing tne
causes of complaint, of restoring the much desired
relations of period cordiality and tho pre¬
vention of lite questions in future to the con¬
sideration ot her Majesty's government; but
Ihey will be readr whenever her Majesty's
government shall mini the proper time has come for
renewed negotiations to entertain any proportions
which that government shall thin* proper to
present, and To apply to such propositions their
earnest, sincere wishes and endeavors for a solution
honorable and satisfactory to both countries.

I have rsctted at lengtn tlie concluding passages
Of Mr. FWB's uepaiviij because tney expiuos many

sentiments which her Majestv'a government mort
cordially and sincerely reciprocate. TUe govern¬
ment oi tier Majesty, equally with the government
oI tue United Stales earnestly desires that all differ¬
ences between tne two nations may be adjusted
amicably and compatibly with tlie honor of
eacn, and that all causes of future differ¬
ence between them may be prevented, and
Uiey would heartny co-oncrato with ttie sov-
ernmeut of the lulled States, and In laying
down as between themselves and recom¬
mending for adoption by other maritime nations
such principles of maritime law as might obviate
the recurrence of similar causes of differences be¬
tween them; aud 11 is because they earnestly desire
to hasten tne period at wliich these impor¬
tant objects may tie accomplished that her
Majesty's government na.o determined not
to follow Mr. Flsn ihriugh the long recapitulation
of the various poinu tnat have oeen discussed, the
voluminous correspondence that has taken place
bctweeu the two Koveriunerrs for several years,
ller Majesty's government had, indeed, hoped tnat
bv the conventions which under tne Instructions
to his government and with tneir full and deliberate
concurrences, Mr. Kevor.iy Joiinsou signed with mo
on tne 14th or January of the present year, all corre¬
spondence between tne nvo governments Had been
brought to an end, aud t!ut all matters ui dispute
would be referred for asctt.ement to a dispassionate
tnbunal. Witii a view to tna' re-iult, her Majesty'*
government had in some decree departed from their
ileliiieraie convlctiuiu and ueciared resolves, mey
agreed to ttie mode 01 settlement proposed by the
United Mates government, winch was more than
onoe in the course of tint negotiation modified to
meet itic wishes of tnat government; nut they dul
ho willingly, because tnev thought tlie restoration of
a good understanding between Ureal Britain and the
United Suites might wed be purcuased by couce>-
siouh kept within pounds aud no* inconsistent with
the minor ol tins country.
Uer Majesty's government learned with deep con¬

cern that the Senate of the United States, in tue ex¬
ercise of the power unquestionably conierred upon
It by the constitution, repudiated the acts ol tirs
government uader wtios; autnorily tile convention
was concluded, and by rejecting it had left open tho
whole controversy between tne two countries,
uud had indeiluiteW proionucd tue uncertainty
attendant upon such a slate of things, llcr
Majesty's government reuret no lesa sine-rely tnat
the president ol tue tuned Stales concurs witb the
Senate in disapproving tuat treaty; but their regret
would In some degree lie diminisned if Mr. Fish had
been authorized to Indicate some other means of
adjusting the questions outweeu'he two countries,
wu.ch. as long as tuey re.nam open, cannot be 1a-
vorable to a cordial good understanding between
them. Tnis, however Mr. Fish has not been
empowered to do, Dut he expresses tue
readiness of the President to consider any propo¬
sition emulating from tins country. it u obvious,
however, aial Mr. Fish will, probabiv, on reflection,
admit, mat her Majesty's government cannot make
any new propoaitloa or run the risk ol another ua-
successiui negotiation until they havn information
more clearly than that Which id contained In Mr.
Fish's despatch respecting tue basis upon which the
government would ou disposed to negotiate.
But her Majesty's government ftiily a^ree with

Mr. Fish in considering th:it It wouid be desirable
to turn the diiilculties which nave arisen between
the two governments to good account by making
the solution or thein subservient to the adoption, as
between themselves in the lir.il instance, of such
changes m tlie rules of pu ilic law as may prevent
the recurrence between nations lUat may concur in
them of similar difficulties hereafter. You may
assure Mr. Fish that her Majesty's government will
be ready to co-operate witn the government of the
United Mates for so salutary a result, which would
redound 10 the mutual honor or both countries, aud,
It accepted by otner maritime nation-,, have an im¬
portant influence towards maintaining the peace
ol tne world. You wni read tins despatch to Mr.
Fish, and give hita a copy of it If he siiouid desire
lo nave one. 1 am, CLARENDON.
Edwaud ruoBi'oN, Esq., «fcc.

OBXXUARY.

Mariano Jllanzocrbi.
Tnis distinguished composer, maestro and pro¬

fessor of music, who lias been for many years iden¬
tified with the progress of the divine art in this city,
died recently at his residence la Thiriy-lifih street,
lie was born in the year 18:24 at Naples, and at an

early aire gave evidence of rare musical ability. He
studied music under Donizetti aud Mercadante, aad
was one of the most eminent ileves of the conserva¬
toire of his native city. lie produced two grand
operas at the Saa Carlos with such great success

that be was sent for bv the director of the Royal
Italian opera &t Madrid for the purpose of bringing
out tlie same works before the Spanish public.
Tutrteen years ago he cauie to this country and
established lutuseif In New York as ono
or the leadiug masters in singlug. Ills
pupils were very numerous, and some ot
theui gained tne highest positions on the operatic
ana concert stage, among them we may mention
Adcliua i'aiti, Madame Cora ue Wo horst, Laura
Harris, Mile. Scoucia Madame Hermann. Signer
B'tcuHidi aud some oi the urst amateurs ol tins city.
His system of teaching was considered to be with¬
out u superior, us may be seen from tne results ex¬
emplified in the abov0 instances. As he died quite
suddenly, leaving his lamny without being able to
makeudequute provision lor tneui, there is an ex¬
cellent opportunity now lor his late pupils in tnis
city, and all besiues who have tuu interests of music
at heart, to testily their gratitude to hltn and their
appreciation ol tue art in wnose cause lie so long
and laitui'ully labored oy assisting in a gntuu benefit
conceit, winch is in contemplation at an eariy date,
at cteinwaj llali.

CUSTOM II01St ODDS A\D E\D .

Halo of Unclaimed Goods at the l'nblic Store*.
A large amount of goods remaining unclaimed in

the Custom House public stores were sold at public
auction yesterday by John H. Draper, auctioneer. The
catalogue embraced every variety of article, from
an iron pot to a locomotive, and as many of the
lots were sold by the maris upon tuem, the buyers
were at times m doubt as to wliat they bought,
tome ot the prices were considerably ahead of the
valuation or the appraiser, and airain others sold
much iower, but ou a general average the prices
were considered good. Twenty-seven barrels of
soda, valued at $i.>o, were knocked down for $80.
Four casks of white porcelain, valued at $<H), sold lor
$2M. One cask of twine sold tor (10*2 60, whereas
the valuation was only leu dollars. One lot, called .
box of samples, but or what no one knew, was put
up, and, although it was marked no value, It seemed
to acquire much Importance, l ite price went up
very rapidly and It tin-ally sold for Dftcen dollar*.
Several boxes and trunks of personal effects, valued
from one to live dollars, were hid upon and iu each
inaunce brought from ten to twenty dollars. The
buyers evidently thought they were getitug a prize,
but u is not ditllcu.t 10 forteil (heir mistake. Two
bales of ruga, valued at sixty dollars each, were bid
upon by almost everybody present, and brought re¬
spectively $WU and $.-75. If the bales were larne
and the rugs of tine manufacture they might be
worth this price, but considering that no one bad
seen What they were buying, it is possible the bar¬
gain will not do suoti a great one. Ail sorts of arti¬
cles sold for all sorts oi prices, ana the oddity of
many of them caused much amusement.

caixts*i:Hcitt jf ebgrhtim.
Arrival of Kniiraiiii-iihrlitiiMi on Ward's

Inland.
A stated semi-monthly meeting of the Hoard of

Commissioner* of Emigration was to have been held
yesterday afternoon, but at tho time for which the
meeting was caile 1 there were but throe members
present.Messrs. Win-ton, Loutrell and Kapp.
Tne semi-monthly Statement of the Commissioners

was presented. The statement snowed as follows:.
.Number of emigrants arrived to l>ec. 16 264,4X2
Arrived since December 22 1,027
Total to date 266,449

To same date in ldtiS 210,808

Increase during the present year 44,681
Cash account in bank January 1, ism $8,041
Kcuoived since to date HiH.iau

Total receipts $820,610
Disbursements to December 16 636,608
Balance to the creditor the Commissioners. $291,002
Commissioner Kapp requested the secretary (Mr.

Casserlv) to notify tne Commissioners that ou Satur¬
day next (Christmas) there would tie a distribution
of toys, Ac., to the children on Ward's Island at ten
A. M.. und u grand Christmas dinner given to the
imitates of the Ketnge.
There not being a quorum present it was suggested

that the treasurer obtain tae requisite signatures to
all tile warrants, after w'.ilch the meeting adjourned.

8ira0I>AR Dbatix or a Tmikk..'The totnOav
Chronicle yesterday made mention «f the fact
that the body of a colored man had been dis-
covered hanging in ail unoccupied building in
the First ward, on <> street, between Seven¬
teenth and Eignteenth streets, and removed to
the First ward station house to await an Inquest
by the Coroner, who Dad been notified or the dis¬
covery. Yesterlay morning Dr. Potter called at the
station house and held an inquest over the body.
The testimony of several policemen given before tho
Coroners jury elicited the tact that the remains
wero those of a notorious burglar and sneak
thief named James Dikes, and better known
in pottco circles as Sinn Jim, aged about twenty-
one years. After hearing the evidence of several
witness's, the Jury returned a verdict lo the effect
that deceased came to his death from asphyxia, or
suffocation, whilo attempting tv rob the premises
situated at No. 1,794 a street northwest, of its gas
fixtures. From the manner and position ot the body
When found it Is supposed that the thief entered tne
premises on Thursduy night last, and, after having
cut loose some leaden pipe In the bathroom, at¬
tempted to obtain access to the room below without
passing down statra. The flooring or t he bathroom
contained a small aperturo. through which he un¬
doubtedly attempted to descend to the door below.
He had succeeded In passing Ills body through the
same, but was unable to pass his chest, and, from
compression br the flooring tncrewlth, he waa
slowly suffocated to death. The man bad been sov
eral times arrested for robbinst unoccupied housm,
atid was a notorious and desperate cUaiaatet,-.
H'UShtrtfftOH Chronicle, i>rc. 2Ut


